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that M. Stolypine was absolutely calm and self-con-
tained at the time, and that he never had any idea, on
that occasion or any other, of having anything to do with
a person of whom he always spoke in terms of the strongest
aversion.
I have my doubts also with regard to Dr. Dillon's
assertion that it was due to the advice of Raspoutine that
Nicholas II. refused to go to war in connection with
the events of the year 1912 in the Balkans. The author
evidently repeats what Count Witte once told me, but
Tailed to convince me of its credibility.
I have already spoken of the deep religious sentiment
that was at the root of the Emperor's spiritual life. How
and by what steps this sentiment, which at the start
inspired nought but respect and sympathy, was trans-
formed into a vulgar superstition and a complete sub-
jection to so false a prophet as Raspoutine, is a problem
that I had no, opportunity to solve by personal observa-
tion. I can only explain this evolution by the influence
of the Empress Alexandra, whose exaggerated mysticism
must have proceeded from pathological causes. To judge
of a case of that kind it is not enough to be an attentive
observer; it requires special knowledge, which I do not
pretend to have, of the obscure phenomena of moral
contagion and suggestion.
It is* not less difficult, especially for occidental minds,
to discern the complex causes of the power that a R^
poutine was able to exert, not solely over such vulnerable
natures as those of the Emperor and the Empress, but
in different degrees upon the majority of those who knew
him. This power cannot, I think, bfc explained by tht
hypnotic faculties which he possessed to an exceptional de-
gree. To comprehend this enigma it is necessary to hatfe
spine knowledge of the different religious and mystical
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